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Manitowoc artist Leanne
Swetlik’s talents add warmth

and sophistication to area
homes and businesses
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Embroidery helps personalize holiday gifts
Winter is the ideal time to visit culture-rich Quebec
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ON THE COVER

Using a variety of
paints, plasters and
“glazes, Manitowoc
o artistan Leanne
. Swetlik adds warmth
and sophistication
to area homes and

businesses. See
story on Page 12.
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Follow us on Twitter: atriumtearoomand on Facebook: Atrium Tea Room
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FAUX CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

medallion, a six-foot gold-leafed tree and wood-
grained archways to match the home's existing wood-
work.

Steven Maass of Sheboygan remodeled his bath-
room to feature a vessel sink and ltalian tile floor.
Swetlik created a sea grass textured wall finish and
was delighted when the he told her that the walls
made the room.

As Kay and Kevin Sonnenburg were restoring
their historic Manitowoc home, they found that the
wallpaper they were looking for was no longer in
stock. They called Swetlik, who was able to customize
a wall finish suited to the time period as well as their
color and design choices. She also created an aged
plaster look, embellished with antique gold trim, for
their bathroom.

When a Sheboygan couple was adding a home
theater in their basement, a real coffered ceiling was-
n't possible because of the ceiling’s height. Instead, Swetlik cre-
ated the look of a three-dimensional coffered ceiling using stains
and glazes to create its colors and patterns.

If homeowners have a room feature they like, her work can
help draw attention to it. On the other hand, if it's a feature
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212 Pine Street
Sheboygan Falls
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they're not too fond of, her work can help subdue it, Swetlik
said.

When she helps clients achieve the look they want, she
studies the project with a keen artist's eye, taking into consider-
ation their tastes, personalities, color scheme, design concepts
and scale of the room.

“I find out what they like and
dislike,” she said. “My designs
are very carefully planned.”

Tools of her trade include
specialty brushes, plasters, trow-
els, metallic foils, rollers and high-
quality paints, glazes, stains, top
coats and other materials.

Swetlik, who came from a
family involved in construction,
has always enjoyed decorating.
What motivated her to start the
business was her home, which
she and her husband, Chris, built
15 years ago for themselves and
their two sons.

‘| wanted my house to feel

| will never stop
learning. There are
always new products,
new techniques and
new designs. Styles
change and | want
to stay fresh.”

— Artist Leanne Swetlik

happy,” she recalled.

Swetlik took classes at the Milwaukee Institute of Art and
Interior Design and then enrolled in a Designer Walls class at The
Finishing School in Atlanta.

“The finishes, the materials and the techniques were amaz-
ing. | was excited at the thought that | could duplicate what | was
seeing on the walls. That was a huge turning point for me," said
Swetlik.

She began by doing painting projects for friends and family.
Her business has grown by word of mouth. She has since
attended classes all over the country and draws on her broad
spectrum of experiences in different geographic locales.

‘I will never stop learning. There are always new products,
new techniques and new designs. Styles change and | want to
stay fresh,” she said.

® For more information, visit www.finishesbyleanne.com,
call (920) 684-5553 or e-mail swetlik@msn.com.




